2/7/70 


Dear Paul, 


Eeiets 3, 1'U answer piecemeal. It is a nice day and I want to work a bit outside, 
eaa it tnis a*m. sad respond, initially, from memory* 

. Nichols: knowing this would be your attitude I did not send you detail^ 

It is a pretty shabby business and may blow the probabilities of a long hard 
labor. He, naturally, finds nicer words, but it is open thievery for a combination 

of selfish purposes: ego and loot. When I initially detected what was afoot I sent 

carbons to Gary and Dicky both of whom sensed what I did. When it became obvious 

and was quite open, ditto. I sent Gary a carbon of my first response on this and 

8s.-ced hita to decide for me whether to send it to you. I knew what your disposition 
would be, but I also wondered if you should not know the fact snd detail. Gary 
recommended against it and didn't, ana I accepted this. I did not regard myself as 
able to make a dispassionate determination. Of tae whole rotten mess, two things 
that shluld be; quite comprehensible to you are these: 

Dick and I worked together on something I regard as him, having to do 
with 'A net her or not tee DEI evidence on tae rifle shells is legit. W e decide:: it 
was no o, having gone to much time in research and correspondence and at the Archives 
ana e not inconsiderable cost for photogrpahy, transportation, etc (Dick ooming down 
°“ Canada ana we usea our own photographer) Naturally, trusting as we do, Dick 
sent to John. I nad, meanwhile, let John have m plus a bag of the docs for it aid 
sequels, decision on sequels coming later (so seme docs not in <PM text), on his word 
i-irst verbal then, with fulsome praise, in writing, that he'd not use any of it. I 
nave, as you know, been car ying my 399 work forward with some help from Hoffman. He 
knew about it, saw my pix, etc. To simplify, he has copyrighted our joint work on 
t A«- S118lXS 8nd 131110 on tla9 bullet in his own name and now proposes to sell it to 
LOOK, apparently having been given affirmative indication from them after the NO 
trial that they could be interested in a piece. We had then offered him a collabor- 
ation he rejected. 7ihy not, when you; can steal the whole thing, hog theb" credit"? 

, , T ki a silould be enough. The rest is on my autopsy work, is systematically 

duplicati&g that. Now that the feds have tumbled to what I am up to on 399 they have 
lost" the pictures they took for me, and when forced tosarii: acknolweige such pix 

n0t h8Ve 0 not 3hom taam K the y no w certify these were taken 

for Nichols, They were not. The difference, aside from the personal stuff end the 
thievery, is rather enormous, as I'll ultimately show you but do not want to telegraph. 

Ii you wantsms. 5 let me know. But even this does not cover the thole spec- 
trum of his incredible dishonesty. Other things I 1 b d that he did not and could not 
get end showed him on the same basis (again, A have his letters), ha blandly 
writes and tells me he wants me to give him or, if I'd prefer, he'd get from Arch., 
wh ch is simple enough once I've established its existence and where it is. He is 
not only intending to sell this but to add it to his suit, knowing full well that I 
have special purposes for it in my own. And his suit is a frightful mess, as a 
new lawyer finally told him. Bud and I have been worried about this all along, one 
of the reasons I did so much work for him in the summer, letting my own got for it. 

Of course, as he sees it, everybody, especially me, is out to rob him. Of what I do 
not know, for outside the glands, does it exist? 

It i s terrible there has to be so much of tnis, more than you know of, 
and it is one of our worst problems. Very hurtful. In tnis particular case, I’ve had 
it. I am waiting to near from botn Dick and Gary, whose advice nave sought, before 
writing him once more. Then, if he has no meaningful assurance, I' m writing IQOX, 
where 1 had offered IkU gage .safa ri , 9.1 aW been rejected! D ong Ago. Pi us Cowles! 



At this point T had gotten in several hours of what for me are now 
vigorous exercise outdoors, taking trees down. On stopping to do this I ted 
considered I'd 3aid all I should. Now, before going on± to other things in your 
letters, I want to add a moral and philosophical thought. Here we ere questioning 
the integrity of the government, as we should. But what is our posture if we do 
not ourselves practise what we demand in others? What kind of face do we show to 
the people we would like to influence? Is it right for Mark of Nichols to he 
crooked and wrong for Liebeler and Specter? This is an enormous undertaking: a very 
few of us attempt. We can succeed only if we work together, honorably. Not one of 
us can succeed alone. But how can we share with each other if there are those who 
for whatever reason, steal from the others? Are we less than human, those of us who 
are the victims? Are we to hove no feelings, leave alone pride or self-respect? 

How can a man face himself when he tolerates what in ether fields he would not 
think of accepting? And wnat good are the greedy when all they do is take what others 
have developed, making no substantial contributions of their own? What can one say 
for a man who, without really understanding what is involved, whate, even the con- 
sequences can be, just decides to steal what another has been working on for years 
and, alone, is in a position to put it to speeial uses? It is not just a question of 
honor or decent behavior. It is also a question of the success of our work. Is all 
of this to be sacrificed to the ego of the greedy or the ill? Until Howard did stairt 
to go over my correspondence file, getting through 1967 only, he called to my atten- 
tion that X had started working to get some of the things J now have even before 
1 met you. Remember how long ago that wes? And now J ohn just decides to take it, 
not having the slightest idea what he is taking - or what he ends in the doing, ’if 
he uses it. To him it is right simply because he wants to bis to be . God is not 
only in heaven. He is in Kansas, too.. ..Also on Dorothy Street, as you will, ultimaa- 
telj learn. v 


On Garry: I think we have now dope enough. Let tnam move next. They are 
in a position to do things and I think it is incumbent upon them to at least he 
willing to. They have and can tap resources we do not have and cannot draw upon. 

I’d prefer to leave the 7allee matter rest where it is, with what is in the text. I 
have more in the appendix and I am working to obtain still more, which may not to 
possible. 1 think I have made arrangements for the xeroxing of several copies of tte 
remainder of the book, but until it is urgent I’d rather wait, for the corrections 
you and Jim and Hal sent were helpful, so might Gary's be. More, 1 may yet get added 
material, as on Yallee, for the appendix. That is done, as far as I can now go, save 
for a few typos to be corrected. But if I page it, it gets frozen. If there should 
suddenly be prospects for printing it-snd here they could be helpful If they desired, 
and profit from it at the same tlme-I can finish it up rapidly. My wife, who is 
ouite busy, has about 75 more pages to card and she has carded the index, which would 
then have to be edited and typed. (We can ultimately run all the cards together in 
e consolidated index.) I feel that there hs s been too much one-way stuff with us. Need 
I remind you of some cf the <s ses? Let's get it working both ways. We also na ed help, 
and those who benefit fromour work should be willing. To now, I've not found oneo 
of these approached willing to answer a letter. Let us change that attitude. Garry 
was in Washington yesterday, “e did not seem interested in getting anything 1 have. 

1 had asked him to contact me ; -when he was east, -ne's no busier than I am, if as busy. 

'There wass not enough damage to ygur mailing of copies to make a claim, 
but there was with a previous mailing from a niversity. There 1 made a deal with 
the P.O., for taem to pay for a trimmer and I'd use it. It took me about 7 hours to 
salvage that stuff I The fault was not with your packaging, which was very good. It 
is simply that the Post Office is dedicated in its destrictiveness. The one thing 
you might have done was tie with cord, not depend upon tape alone. 

When the summary of Archives correspondence is done, there will be copies. 
I had planned that after completion, to at least l/l/70„ rush on the copy of the 
Crafard memo. If there is also a file of CD, when you know, let me have them, by 
number. should have some, at least, and there is no sense wasting money. 

Sincerely, 


